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1011.3.3 CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF SOFT BODY ARMOR 

Soft body armor should never be stored for any period of time in an area where environmental 
conditions (e.g., temperature, light, humidity) are not reasonably controlled (e.g., normal ambient 
room temperature/humidity conditions), such as in automobiles or automobile trunks. 

Soft body armor should be cared for and cleaned pursuant to the manufacturer's care instructions 
provided with the soft body armor. The instructions can be found on labels located on the external 
surface of each ballistic panel. The carrier should also have a label that contains care instructions. 
Failure to follow these instructions may damage the ballistic performance capabilities of the armor. 
If care instructions for the soft body armor cannot be located, contact the manufacturer to request 
care instructions. 

Soft body armor should not be exposed to any cleaning agents or methods not specifically 
recommended by the manufacturer, as noted on the armor panel label. 

Soft body armor should be replaced in accordance with the manufacturer's recommended 
replacement schedule. 

1011.4 RANGEMASTER RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Rangemaster should: 

(a) Monitor technological advances in the body armor industry for any appropriate 
changes to Department approved body armor. 

(b) Assess weapons and ammunition currently in use and the suitability of approved body 
armor to protect against those threats. 

(c) Provide training that educates officers about the safety benefits of wearing body armor. 
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